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Qualitative Article Critique Questions and Grading scale
(Do not copy and paste sections of the article into this critique!)
Introduction (5 pts)
· What type of qualitative study was conducted?  How do you know? Who is(are) the researcher(s) and do you feel they are qualified to conduct this study? Why or why not? The study design was qualitative, focus group. Systematic text condensation was used to analyze the data. I found the type of study in the design section of the article. Care managers in primary care health centers were the researchers in this study. I do feel like the care managers needed more experience working with this specialty. 
Title/Introductory Paragraph (5 pts)
· Is the title appropriate? (yes or no) I feel like the title is too long for this article. A shorter title would captivate the reader more and not look as complex as the original title.                          
· Does the introduction grab your interest? (yes or no) How? I do like the information the authors included regarding depression and how it affects not just the mind but the body as a whole. The article did a good job at explaining the role a primary health care system plays on patient care. I do like that the authors did highlight the positive effects having care managers. 
· Was any background information on the topic provided (i.e. a brief review of literature at the beginning? (yes or no) What is it? Yes, the article did go in depth on depression and the importance of having care managers to manage mental health. I was able to learn about the disease process. 
· Is the significance to nursing stated? What is it? Yes, the article listed the positive outcomes of having a care manager and described the role of a care manger. 
Phenomenon of Interest (Problem statement) and Purpose: (5 pts)
· Is the phenomenon of interest /problem statement identified? (yes or no) What is it? What is the impact of having care managers in primary health care systems? 
· Do you think the choice of phenomenon/problem makes sense for the given study – is this the right type of study to answer this question?  (yes or no) Why or why not? Yes, phenomenon allows for the nurses to recount past experiences to aid in the research process. 
· What is the purpose of this research article? The article’s main purpose is to explorer nurses’ experiences and perceptions of working as care managers in a primary health care system. 
Ethical Considerations: (5pts)
· Describe how the authors showed that ethical practices were followed when conducting the study?  The study used both urban and rural areas and was a randomized controlled trial. The researchers obtained informed consent and participation was voluntary. 
· Was IRB approval obtained? Ethical approval was obtained from the Regional Committee for Medical Research Ethics in Gothenburg. 
· Was anything done in the study that you would consider unethical? (good explanation 3 pts to no explanation 0 pts) I disagree with the fact that the researchers conducted the discussions in groups rather than individually. Group discussions can sometimes make patients feel inferior and afraid to speak up about how they are truly feeling. I believe that more honest information could be collected through doing individual discussions. 
Qualitative Research method or philosophical underpinnings: (5pts)
· Was discussion of the specific type of qualitative research method or philosophical underpinnings adequate or not? (yes or no) Explain your answer. I disagree with doing this type of research since I feel like focus group discussions would prohibit the patient from being open with the care manager regarding how they are feeling. 
· Is the method/underpinnings appropriate for the research question? I feel like the focus group was short-term and interviews should have been conducted one on one to gather more information.
Population and sample: 5 pts
· What is the method used to recruit subjects? Was this the best method in your opinion? Why? The study a randomized control group and an intervention group. I do not think this method is reasonable since the care mangers’ position changes over time. 
· What was the setting? Both urban and rural primary health care systems were used. 
· Who was studied? Care mangers placed in a primary heath setting were studied. 
· How many people were studied or used? What is the exact sample size? Twenty-three PCCCs were studied. The nurses were divided into two groups: group one, n=4 and group two, n=4. The third focus group, n=6. 
· Do you think this is an adequate sample size? (yes or no) Why or why not? I think the sample size is too small and more informative date could have been collected with a bigger sample size. 
· Was data saturation achieved? I do not think data saturation was achieved due to the fact the study used group discussions. The issues were very personal, and I don’t think participants were able to fully shard their thoughts. I think more participants are needed for this study to obtain data saturation. 
Data Collection/data analysis: 10 pts
· What was the data collected? Data was collected by doing three focus group discussions. 
· How was the data analyzed (coding/themes, etc.)? The research used systematic text condensation. The interview was read to obtain an impression. Meaning units were identified regards to the different aspects of care managers’ experiences. The contents of each group were and condensed into subgroups. This was reduced into a condensate. The contents were then summarized as general descriptions and concepts. 
· Does the data analysis method match the chosen type of qualitative study? See chpt 24 in textbook
I do think that if the researchers would have done one interview a day it would have minimized stress and cultivated emotional intelligence. 
Rigor: 10 pts
· Explain how the author ensured trustworthiness in the form of (see p. 559-560 in textbook):
· Credibility I believe that the care managers should have had more experience in the field before doing this research project. The results might have been more extensive if the care managers had more experience. 
· Dependability I was able to follow the researcher’s direction of the study and formulate an idea that person-centered approach is therapeutic in providing care to the patient. 
· Confirmability I was able to come to an conclusion that having care managers in primary health care clinics could prove to be beneficial. 
· Transferability I can apply the findings from this study to my own clinical experience. I believe that the individuals not involved in the research study proved to benefit from the results. 
· Authenticity. I believe that the researcher’s approach to the study started of good in the beginning but unfortunately with the group sessions the participant’s authenticity got discredited due to not being able to speak the real truth. As a reader I can’t detect the individual’s true mood, feeling, experience, and context of their lives. 
· Was a “thick description” provided of the context, participants, and findings? (see page 569 in textbook) I do not believe that thick description cannot be obtained due to the fact that the care mangers had limited experience in their role. 
Findings/Discussion: 5 pts
· What were the findings? The study found that care managers in primary health clinics provide better continuity of care and enhanced support for patients. The study found five categories: coordinating care, working together, empowered or powerless, providing patient-centered care, and following and supporting the patient. 
· Do the findings meet the study purpose? Yes I do agree that the categories listed above show the significance of having a care manger in primary health care clinics. 
· Were the findings placed in the context of what was already known on the topic? (i.e. compared with other studies? The findings from this study relate to previous studies done on the same topic. This approach ensures that the care chain is held together on the inter- and intra-organizational level. This way the data can be placed in the same context making it easier for readers to distinguish different outcomes.  
Theoretical Integration: 5 pts
· Were the identified themes logically connected to form the findings? Yes, the findings were grouped into five categories: coordinating care, working together, empowered, or powerless, providing patient-centered care, and following and supporting the patient. 
· Did the authors stay true to the identified qualitative study design? The study could have used more experienced care managers to come to more definite conclusions regarding this topic. I feel like there is not much diversity in this study due to the limited sample size. 

Bias: 5 pts
· Is there any bias present and, if so, list what you think is biased?  The discussion was led by IS and ELP with CU and SN as assessors. All four moderators were involved in the intervention part of this study. 
· If the study has bias, think about who funded the study. Who conducted the study?  Where do they work? Is there a conflict-of-interest present? (5pts good explanation to no explanation 0 pts) Having the IS and ELP with CU and SN as moderators could have influenced the participants leading to a biased opinion. 
Nursing Significance: 5 pts
· Was this study significant to the field of nursing? (yes or no) Why or why not? (good explanation 3 pts to no explanation 0 pts) Yes, the study did show the positive implications of having a care manager in a primary health care setting. I do agree that the patient centered approach is best and speeds up the recovery process. 
Assumptions/limitations: 5 pts
· Did the author list any assumptions? (yes or no) If yes, what were they? (good explanation 3 pts to no explanation 0 pts)   The author did assume that teamwork improves communication and enables the team to manage complex cases. I do believe that this approach does enhance care and should be more established in primary health care settings. 
· Did the author list any limitations? What were they? (3pts good explanation to no explanation 0 pts) The care managers should have had more clinical experience dealing with depression. Second the study used group discussions to analyze data. Individual interviews would have allowed the patient to feel more comfortable and more forthcoming with information. Third, the moderators were involved with the intervention process during the study. This could have created bias among the participants in formulating their own opinion on the topic. 
Implications for future research: 5 pts
· Where there any implications or suggestions for future areas of research given by the author?  The author suggests that a care manager values the person-centered approach, teamwork, and allows the patient to form a trusting relationship with the patient. The care manager can follow and support the patient over time and builds upon the relationship and enabled person-centered care. 
· If so what are they, and do you find them appropriate? (4pts good explanation, 3 pts for an average explanation, to no explanation 0 pts) I found all the implications listed above are appropriate and contribute to a higher level of patient care in primary health care settings. The care manager is beneficial since the role provides continuity of care and allows the nurse to have autonomy within her scope of practice. 
Describe a study based on the implications for future research.  Include the type of qualitative study, question, purpose, how you would recruit participants, how you would collect and analyze data. 10 pts
I would use a descriptive qualitative study to explore the perceptions of nurses regarding providing bereavement care to premature infants. I would recruit nurses based on seniority with a sample size of eight nurses. Semi-structured interviews and non-participant observations were performed from December 2020 until June 2021 and took place on a general academic neonatal ward where the age of children did not exceed 12 months. 
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